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SOC 3153 – Urban Sociology 

  
 

Professor Dr. Patricia Snell Herzog E-mail socuark+urb@gmail.com  

Office 
218 Old Main Building 
479.575.3779 

O-Hours 
TBD 

or by appointment 

Blackboard https://learn.uark.edu E-Hours 
TBD 

 emails by next e-hrs, 
priority to o-hrs on Tues 

 

Course Description: 

This course explores major theories and empirical works in urban sociology, with a focus 
on social inequalities in urban spaces.  
 
Topics include urban disparities in socioeconomic status, education, crime and disorder, 
racial/ethnic inequalities, and environmental concerns.  
 
The course focuses on structural and cultural explanations for urban inequality, including 
industrialization, segregation, suburbanization, social capital, and globalization.  
 
U.S. cities are the primary focus of the course, with some discussion of globalization and 
increasing urbanization around the world.  
 

Preparing for the Urbanized, Knowledge-Based Economy (aka Course Goals): 

As I will explain in the class, my primary goal as your professor is to prepare you for an 
increasingly urbanized, knowledge-based economy. Toward that end, I focus in this course 
on teaching you skills for developing yourself into a life-long learner.  
 
Your goal in this information age is to become a sharp thinker who can find, sort, credential, 
process, and synthesize enormous amounts of information into coherent, logical, justifiable, 
and well-articulated persuasive arguments.  
 

My goal is to facilitate your steps to becoming a refined, knowledgeable, urbanite by: 

 Teaching you the skills to acquire and connect information,  

 Showing you examples of how historical and contemporary well-regarded experts 

have mastered the tasks you have ahead, and  

 Exciting you about what an insatiable curiosity, with ongoing quests for knowledge, 

and relentless pursuit of social truths can bring to your life/future.  

 
Let’s get started! Here is our toolkit… 
 

mailto:socuark+urb@gmail.com
https://learn.uark.edu/
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Becoming a Life-Long Learner (aka Course Priorities): 

 Sharpening of critical thinking skills through scholarship-based analysis 

 Reflection before, during, and after readings, including in class discussions 

 Dialogues in class that are reading-centered and thought-provoking 

 Quality note taking that facilitates and enhances all the above priorities 

 Opportunities to challenge ability to innovate and think creatively 

 Grounding new ideas within well-founded thought patterns 

 Drawing connections and spotting disconnects among idea sets 

 Workshopping with empirical data to test ideas against reality 

 Synthesizing existing theories & data with new ideas & changes  

 Gaining technical skills to extend the mind’s reach through electronic space 

 
Thirst Quenchers (aka Course Materials): 

 Journal Book: Students will need a journal notebook specifically for this course 
(with no other class notes within it). Consider this akin to a “lab book” in other 
science courses. Preferably bound, but spiral is acceptable. 

 Textbook: Lin, Jan and Christopher Mele (eds). 2012. The Urban Sociology Reader, 
2nd edition. Routledge. [available at the bookstore or wherever, ensure is 2nd edition] 

 Blackboard Readings: Readings will also be posted on our Blackboard space.  

 Journal Article Searches: As will be discussed in the annotated bibliographic 
literature review assignment, you will also be searching and finding articles to read. 

 
Record of the Journey (aka Final Grades): 

Semester grades will be calculated based on the following distribution: 
Participation Journal   = 15%   
Discussion Leader   = 10%   
Social Networks Assignment  = 10%     
Urban Spotlight Group Pres.  = 10% 
Urban Innovation of Choice  = 10% 
Annotated Bib. Literature Review = 25% 
Final Exam (Take Home)  = 20% 

 

Letter grades are calculated according to the table to the left. 

 

 

Grades are not rounded until the final course grade. Course grades will be 
rounded as the following: .5 and above will round up while below .5 will 
round down.  
 

 

A  90-100+% 

B  80-89.4% 

C   70-79.4% 

D   60-69.4% 

F   00-59.4% 
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Catalyst Producers (aka Course Assignments):  

1. Participation Journal (15%) – Using the journal notebook described in the course 
materials, students will keep daily journals on the (a) readings and (b) course 
discussions per the instructions below. Names need to be clearly marked.  

 
To receive full credit, students must date all pages and mark them with clear headings 
according to the readings and class discussions to which they correspond. Journal 
entries for each class need to include each of the following: 

 Pre-class thoughts, questions, and other reflections on assigned readings 
 In-class notes: including quality notes on lectures/visuals/videos, discussion 

leader facilitated content, and group discussions 
 Post-class reflections, unanswered questions, new ideas, connections 

 

Journal entries should clearly address and answer the questions listed in the discussion 
leader section. (That is, discussion leaders are responsible for raising and answering the 
questions in class, and participants are responsible for contributing to and notating 
those discussions toward quality journal entries.) 
 
Students are responsible for getting notes from other classmates for any days missed 
during the semester. Journals will be collected periodically throughout the semester and 
reviewed to ensure students are keeping adequate journal notes. 
 
High marks will be given if students:  

 Keep up with the journal regularly 
 Mark pages neatly and clearly to facilitate their reading 
 Find creative ways to personalize the journal and make it resemble the author’s 

identity in some way (for inspiration, think of all the phone jewelry to express identity) 
 Take personal responsibility for any “shoddy” or missing entries (this includes 

not overly-notifying the professor of reasons for missing entries) 
 Some missing/shoddy entries are understandable [life happens]  
 Many missing/shoddy entries will mean lower marks [reality] 
 Many missing/shoddy entries with excuses are unacceptable [way it is] 

 
2. Discussion Leader (10%) – Another class participation will be facilitating class 

discussions. Students will be assigned to lead class discussions periodically throughout 
the semester and will be responsible for covering the reading by: 

 Pre-preparing questions and thoughts on the assigned reading 
 Discussion q’s/ideas are due 1 week prior to assigned in-class day 

 Prepping a discussion style that caters to student’s strengths 
 In the week before, students should plan discussion in their journal 

 Leading an in-class discussion that covers the questions below. 
 Students pick a discussion option exampled in class (or elsewhere) 

 Writing a brief journal reflection on student’s experience in class. 
 After, students note pros/cons of day’s discussion in journal 



Page 4 

 
3. Social Networks: Facebook Assignment (10%) – Students will complete a survey on 
social networks, including a WolfRam|Alpha Facebook analysis. Instructions on this 
assignment will be explained in greater detail later in the semester. 

 Complete assignments include a pre-survey questionnaire and post-survey 
Facebook report entry during the week of [TBD], and another pre-survey 
questionnaire and post-survey Facebook report entry in [TBD]. 

 Stay posted for important dates and info on this assignment. 

 

4. Urban Spotlight: Group “Book Report” (10%) – Students will work in groups to 
prepare a “book report” (really a “small chapter report”) on an urban area described in 
the Atlas of Cities and explain the urban city type it exemplifies. Instructions on this will 
be explained in greater detail later in the semester. 

 Students will read their assigned pages to learn about the urban type and urban 
area examples, then discuss together, and present material to class.  

  Stay posted for important dates and info on this assignment. 

 

5. Urban Innovation: Knowledge Contribution (10%) – As future information-
producers, students will have the opportunity to participate in knowledge construction 
by picking one of the following options for cultural influence: 

 Wikipedia Page(s): Using course content, student can create or make substantial 

updates to a Wikipedia page(s) on course-related topics. 

 Word Clouds: Visual word clouds can be generated using course topics, with 

categorization of topics and keyword frequencies. 

 Doodle Drawing: Hand drawings can be made while video recording drawing, 

then audio recording voice-over, using course content. 

 YouTube Video: Skits, street interviews, or other video compilations can be 

created to post course content in a form that will have viral appeal.  

 Graphic Visualization: Computer-facilitated artistic representations of course 

material can visually compel awareness of course content.  

 Photographic Collage: Photo apps can be used to collect, combine, visually alter, 

and otherwise generate collage, Tumblr, calendar of course content. 

 Innovation of Choosing: Some other kind of innovation may be generated, subject 

to approval, to contribute to knowledge of course content. 

 Stay posted for important dates and info on this assignment. Partway 
through the semester, student will select an option and discuss their idea 
with the professor. Pending approval, student will creatively integrate 
course material to produce this knowledge contribution. All pieces will be 
due in class the last week of class. 
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6. Urban Topic Synthesis: Annotated Bibliographic Literature Review (25%) – 
Students will pick from a list of urban topics and conduct a literature search on 
contemporary journal articles related to the topic. Searches will be limited to articles 
published 2010+ in the following 6 journals: American Journal of Sociology (general), 
American Sociological Review (general), Social Forces (general), Social Problems 
(general), City & Community (urban), Journal of Urban Affairs (urban). Steps for this 
assignment will occur throughout the semester: 

 Select topic: Student will pick topic and review with prof. 

 Learn Searching Techniques: Student will be taught keyword and article database 

techniques to use in conducting the literature search. 

 Suggested Keywords: After preliminary analysis, student will suggest potential 

keywords to review with prof. 

 Initial Search: Student will conduct initial search of the 6 specified journals for the 

years 2010-2015 for articles related to selected topic. 

 Learn Zotero Referencing: Student will be taught Zotero referencing skills to 

manage article data and easily create reference reports. 

 Reference Review: Student and prof will review together the Zotero report of 

articles/abstracts student generated from initial search. 

 Article Selection: From generated list, student will select 5 articles to read and 

annotate throughout the semester. 

 Speed Reading: Students learn the art of skimming for important content. 

 Article Notes: Student will take notes on the reading to review with prof. 

 Annotations: Revised notes will be drafted into annotations and categorized per 

generated topics. Final draft will be submitted 

 Dates for this assignment will occur throughout the semester. 

 Searching techniques are tentatively scheduled for Tues, Feb. 10th. Plan to 

be present that day and stay posted for announcements. 

 

7. Final Exam: Take-Home Essay on an Urban “Forever Question” (20%) –  

 Students pick 1 of 5 questions & write an essay response that draws heavily upon, 

synthesizes, critiques, and makes persuasive argument using course material. 

 Due to Blackboard by end of scheduled final exam period – [TBD] (no late 

submissions accepted). 

 Students who have high marks in the course at the end of the regular 
semester may be exempted from the final. 
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Burning Thoughts (aka Discussion Leader Questions): 

1. Is this piece (or set of pieces) historical or contemporary? 

2. Is this piece (or set of pieces) mostly theoretical or empirical? 

a. If theoretical, what theories are discussed? 

b. If empirical, what kinds of data are collected/analyzed? How? 

3. What are the central ideas/arguments articulated by the author(s)? 

4. If there are data, what evidence is found, and what are the results? 

5. Are there theoretical, practical, policy implications? What are they? 

6. What limitations are discussed and/or critiques do you have? 

7. What questions do you still have unanswered, or what new questions does this piece 

cause you to have? 

8. In connecting this to other course readings or discussions, how does it fit; how does it 

not fit; what new categories do it raise? 

9. How does it help to answer our central, forever questions below? 

10. In what ways would you further, change, or extend this study? 

 

 

A Few Urban “Forever Questions” (aka Central Course Questions):  

1. Why has society increasingly urbanized? What historical changes caused this shift? 

2. What changes occurred in society as the U.S. industrialized/urbanized? 

3. What impact does urbanization have on social goods today? Contextual effects. 

4. What impact does urbanization have on community ties? Social capital. 

5. What role will urban areas play in the new [service/knowledge/creative] economy of 

tomorrow? What changes to urban areas are predicted? 
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If you are struggling: 
If at any point during the semester you become concerned about your progress in the class 
(i.e. your grade), please come and talk with me. One caveat to that is that it is not fair to me 
and your other classmates to wait until the last week to raise grade concerns. It is simply 
too late at that point for us to do anything about it. However, I welcome the opportunity to 
talk with you any time before the end of the semester to consider together the ways we can 
enhance your experience in this class.  
I am here to help you learn! 
 
Academic Honesty  
As commonly defined, academic dishonesty consists of passing off another’s ideas, work, 
writing, exam responses, etc., as your own. Violations include, but are not limited to, 
cheating on exams, having unauthorized possession of an exam, and submitting the work of 
another person as your own (aka, plagiarism). Cheating on exams is an academic crime. If 
you cheat, you lessen the value of your own degree, and that of all your classmates. Value 
your education by respecting yourself and your peers enough to let your work stand on its 
own. Act with integrity in this class and throughout your academic career. Academic 
dishonesty will be treated very seriously, reported to the Dean, and can result in marks to 
academic records and potential expulsions.  
 
Students are required to comply with all University policies regarding academic dishonesty 
(http://provost.uark.edu/academicintegrity/245.php) and other issues outlined in the 
official student rules. As a core part of its mission, the University of Arkansas provides 
students with the opportunity to further their educational goals through programs of study 
and research in an environment that promotes freedom of inquiry and academic 
responsibility. Accomplishing this mission is only possible when intellectual honesty and 
individual integrity prevail. Each University of Arkansas student is required to be familiar 
with and abide by the University’s ‘Academic Integrity Policy' at honesty.uark.edu. When in 
doubt about what constitutes academic dishonesty, please ask! Ignorance of this policy is 
not an excuse for noncompliance. 
 
Inclement Weather Policy 
If the University is open, we will have class unless otherwise noted in the syllabus. If for 
whatever reason this changes, a Blackboard announcement will be sent to the class. Check 
BB for any content from classes missed due to weather cancellations.  
 
Emergency Procedures 
Many types of emergencies can occur on campus; instructions for specific emergencies 
such as severe weather, active shooter, or fire can be found at emergency.uark.edu.   
 
Severe Weather (Tornado Warning): 

 Follow the directions of the instructor or emergency personnel 
 Seek shelter in the basement or interior room or hallway on the lowest floor, putting 

as many walls as possible between you and the outside 

http://provost.uark.edu/academicintegrity/245.php
http://provost.uark.edu/academicintegrity/245.php
http://honesty.uark.edu/
../../AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/emergency.uark.edu
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 If you are in a multi-story building, and you cannot get to the lowest floor, pick a 
hallway in the center of the building 

 Stay in the center of the room, away from exterior walls, windows, and doors 
Violence / Active Shooter (CADD): 

 CALL- 9-1-1 
 AVOID- If possible, self-evacuate to a safe area outside the building. Follow 

directions of police officers. 
 DENY- Barricade the door with desk, chairs, bookcases or any items. Move to a place 

inside the room where you are not visible. Turn off the lights and remain quiet. 
Remain there until told by police it’s safe.  

 DEFEND- Use chairs, desks, cell phones or whatever is immediately available to 
distract and/or defend yourself and others from attack. 

 
Americans with Disabilities Policy 
The American Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal antidiscrimination statue that provides 
comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities be guaranteed a learning 
environment that provides for reasonable accommodation. All services, programs, and 
activities at the University are accessible to students with disabilities. If you have a 
disability that interferes with your potential success in this course, please inform the 
instructor during the first week of class so special arrangements can be made. To receive 
special services, you must be registered with the Center for Students with Disabilities: 
http://cea.uark.edu/. 
 
Other Assistance 
If you develop any worries, confusion, frustrations, logistical difficulties, or other problems 
related to this course, please, please, please come talk me in time to take constructive 
action. Feel free to send me an email at any time. I am also happy to set up times to meet in 
person either during my scheduled office hours or by appointment.  
 
At some point during college, students often encounter some psychological and personal 
well-being issues. These can present major distractions from coursework, so students are 
responsible for seeking the assistance needed to retain focus in/outside the classroom. The 
University of Arkansas has a Counseling and Psychological Services Center: 
http://health.uark.edu/caps.php that can help with an array of student issues. 
 
Syllabus Content, Schedule Changes, and Copyrights 
The syllabus schedule and content may change at the discretion of the instructor. Such 
changes will be announced in class. Unless otherwise noted, students are held to all 
requirements and expectations stated in this syllabus. 
 
Please note that all handouts and supplements used in this course are copyrighted. This 
includes all materials generated for this class, including but not limited to syllabi, exams, in-
class materials, review sheets, and lecture outlines. Materials may only be downloaded or 
photocopied for personal use by students in this class. 
 

http://cea.uark.edu/
http://health.uark.edu/caps.php
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Citation Rules for Sociology Classes: 

All students are required to follow ASA rules for format and style when writing papers for 
sociology classes. Below are examples for both in-text citations and the bibliography page. 
If you have any questions, please ask -- or you can Google “ASA style guide” to find links to 
several on-line postings that provide additional detail on rules for citing.   
 
A. In-text citations 
You must cite the original author if you pull in either exact phrases or sentences, or if you 
use essentially the same ideas, concepts, or research findings -- even if paraphrasing. That 
is, even if you rewrite the author’s words, you must still cite the original author as the 
source of the ideas.  
 
 When referencing work in the body of a paper, you must always include (a) the author 

name, and (b) the year of publication. Example: 
In her study of men in “women’s professions,” Williams (1995) demonstrates that men 
are not disadvantaged by their gender minority status in the same way that women 
often are in predominantly male workplaces. 

 
 You can also cite multiple authors who draw on the same ideas, who have similar 

findings on similar topic. Example: 
Men in “women’s professions” often feel their masculinity is called into question by 
outsiders (Williams 1995; Cross and Bagilhole 2002). 

 
 Whenever you draw on a new idea, concept, or finding, you must use internal citations 

with author’s names and years of publications. However, if you are discussing the same 
article or author in a series of sentences, you only need to provide a citation the first 
time. Example:  

Miller (1997) demonstrates how the military men in her study engage in gender 
harassment of their women superiors. She illustrates several forms of this gender 
harassment, including foot-dragging and rumor spreading.  
 
Note: In the second sentence, there is no citation for the year, as you provided it in 
the previous sentence. However, if you discuss Miller later in the paper, you will 
provide the year again to make clear you are discussing the same article.  
 

 When quoting directly, you must also include the page(s) the quote is found on, and 
enclose the quote in parentheses. Example: 

According to Tran (2002:34), the “way of the way is the way.” 
 

 For citations with four or more authors, use “et al.” rather than list all author names in-
text. Example: 

Research has documented elevated infant mortality rates among children born to 
teenage mothers (Jackson et al. 1992). 
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 Do not use titles of books and articles in your paper, or the author’s first name. Rather, 
use the author’s last name and internal citations to give the year of the publication. 
Example: 

 
INSTEAD of: Virginia Valian, in her 1999 book Why So Slow: The Advancement of 
Women, shows that women in professional occupations often advance more slowly 
than their men counterparts.              

 
USE: Valian (1999) shows that women in professional occupations often advance more 
slowly than their men counterparts. 

 
 Common mistakes you should take care to avoid: 
 

 In all of these examples listed above, the period comes AFTER the parentheses, 
NOT before it. Please remember that the author citation is part of the sentence, 
so it should be listed before you end the sentence with a period.  

 
 Many students use too many direct quotes from a book or journal article. Quotes 

should be used very sparingly, while paraphrasing from the text should be the 
norm.   

 
B. Bibliography page 
A bibliography page lists all sources cited in the paper. The page should follow the basic 
format of author, year of publication, title of publication, publisher, and if an article, the 
volume and page numbers. Here are some examples: 
Anderson, Maya. 1978. Ever Heard of Hip Hop? New York: Oxford University Press. 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 2006. “Cigarette Use Among High School 

Students – United States, 1991-2005.” Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Reports 

55:724-726. 

Cleary, Paul D., Lawrence B. Zaborski, and John Z. Ayanian.** 2004. “Sex Differences in 

Health over the Course of Midlife.” Pp. 37-63 in How Healthy Are We? A National 

Study of Well-being in Midlife, edited by O.G. Brim, C.D. Ryff, and R.C. Kessler. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

U.S. Census Bureau. 2002. “Hispanics Growing Fast.” Washington, DC: U.S. Department of 

Commerce. Retreived March 30, 2007. (http://www.census.gov/hispanic.html).  

Williams, Genia. 1997. “The Lonely Way.” American Journal of Sociology 42:37-64. 

Zenia, Genco. 2007. Personal Interview.*** Conducted April 2, 2007.  

 **Note that all authors after the first author have their first names listed first.  
 ***Only include a interview name if person gives permission to be cited by name.  

http://www.census.gov/hispanic.html

